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		Federal Workers Caught in the Middle Apply for Unemployment	

				
			The U.S. Labor Department on Thursday reported that the number of furloughed federal employees seeking unemployment benefits has jumped		
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Thousands of federal employees and their families are applying for unemployment and food stamps to get by as the longest government shutdown in U.S. history drags on with no end in sight. But for some of them, it has been an exercise in confusion and frustration.


Others, meanwhile, are hesitant to apply, knowing they will have to pay back the unemployment benefits when they finally return to work.


The U.S. Labor Department on Thursday reported that the number of furloughed federal employees seeking unemployment benefits has jumped, from fewer than a thousand per week before the shutdown to more than 10,000 during the week that ended Jan. 5.


The nearly 4-week-old stalemate over President Donald Trump's demand for funding for a border wall affects about 800,000 employees. When it started, roughly 420,000 were told to work without being paid, and 380,000 others were sent home with no pay. Some of those numbers have shifted in the past week as agencies such as the IRS have called tens of thousands back to work.


Trump signed legislation Wednesday to guarantee employees will be given back pay once the shutdown ends. But that also means those who obtain unemployment benefits to get by in the meantime will have to repay the money.


The Labor Department has said that federal employees who aren't working during the shutdown can collect unemployment, while those who are on the job without pay cannot.


But the rules are being applied unevenly. California Gov. Gavin Newsom, for example, said the state will give benefits to people still on the job despite the federal guidance prohibiting it.
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"The good news is we're going to do it, and shame on them," he told TSA workers during a visit Thursday to Sacramento International Airport.


He said workers in California's employment development department may authorize benefits for federal employees who are still working and that he's confident those workers will pay the state back.


The rules made no sense to Charisma Banks, whose husband is deployed on a ship with the Coast Guard. The Chesapeake, Virginia, mother of a 9-year-old boy called the state unemployment office to ask whether her husband could qualify for benefits. She was told no.


"They're like, 'Here's where it gets sticky: Even though he's not getting a paycheck, he's still employed,'" she said.


Banks, 34, has signed her son up for free lunch at school and applied for a grant from the American Legion. "I don't even know how to go to food banks, but I had to learn this week," she said.


Will Kohler, a furloughed, $38,000-a-year IRS tax examiner in Covington, Kentucky, applied for unemployment but ran into another kind of complication: His application is in limbo because the Treasury Department office that needs to verify his claim is closed as a result of the shutdown.


Kohler said many co-workers are in the same predicament. Not a single one has been approved for unemployment, he said. He said workers like him are stuck in a difficult position, in part because they are restricted by government ethics rules from getting many kinds of outside work.


"When it gets to a point where government employees have to go to a food bank, this is not the America that I grew up in," he said. "It's mind-boggling. It really is."


Mick Devine, the New England vice president for the National Air Traffic Controllers Association, said some of his union's members have been hesitant to apply for unemployment because they will just have to give it back.


Kathy Catanzaro, an administrator at Rhode Island Department of Labor and Training, said she is seeing the same thing: "People are a little bit apprehensive about filing because they know they'll have to pay it back once they're paid and get back to work."


An untold number of workers are also tapping other public assistance programs such as food stamps.


In Corpus Christi, Texas, Haley Hernandez, a stay-at-home mother of four and wife of an active-duty member of the Coast Guard, said she has applied for free lunches for her children, and she is awaiting an electronic food stamps card in the mail. She wonders how they will pay their $1,400 mortgage.


"This is a first for us," Hernandez said. "Honestly, it's pretty shameful, I feel, that any government employee would have to ask for food stamps or any kind of assistance like that. You would think that they would take better care of their service members." 


									

											Copyright AP - Associated Press

				
			
	This article tagged under:

	United StatesVirginiaCoast Guard

			
			
			
		
	
	
			
			
		
	
			
			
		
	

		

					
		
			

		
					
			

			

				

		

		
			
								
			
				Trending Stories

			

				
						
							
								[image: Watch News4: Live and Replays on NBC4 App, Peacock, Roku, Samsung TV Plus, Xumo Play, Freevee & Amazon Fire TV]
							
						

						
														
								
									Watch News4: Live and Replays on NBC4 App, Peacock, Roku, Samsung TV Plus, Xumo Play, Freevee & Amazon Fire TV								
							

													

					
	
						
							
								[image: Sneak Peek: Metro to showcase next-generation trains, buses on National Mall]
							
						

						
															
									
										Metro (WMATA)									
								

														
								
									Sneak Peek: Metro to showcase next-generation trains, buses on National Mall								
							

													

					
	
						
							
								[image: Friends of murdered mom adopting her kids 10 years later]
							
						

						
															
									
										adoption									
								

														
								
									Friends of murdered mom adopting her kids 10 years later								
							

													

					
	
						
							
								[image: ‘She didn't deserve that': Woman shot and killed in District Heights as she picked up dinner]
							
						

						
															
									
										District Heights									
								

														
								
									‘She didn't deserve that': Woman shot and killed in District Heights as she picked up dinner								
							

													

					
	
						
							
								[image: What happens if you eat mold? Food safety experts share which types to avoid most]
							
						

						
															
									
										Health & Wellness									
								

														
								
									What happens if you eat mold? Food safety experts share which types to avoid most								
							

													

					


		

		
		
			
	Weather Forecast


	
		

	
		
		
	



		

		



					
		

	



			
		


		
	

	

	
		
							
					[image: NBC4 Washington]
				
			
			
				
						
							Facebook
							
						
					
	
						
							Instagram
							
						
					
	
						
							TikTok
							
						
					


		


			About NBC4 Washington
	Our News Standards
	Submit Tips for Investigations
	Newsletters
	Connect With Us

	WRC Public Inspection File
	WRC Accessibility
	WRC Employment Information
	Send Feedback
	FCC Applications
	TERMS OF SERVICE
	Privacy Policy
	Your Privacy Choices
	Advertise with us
	CA Notice
	Ad Choices


				
			
			
				Copyright © 2024 NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All rights reserved			
		

	





			
			
			
					
		
		
			[image: ]
		

		
				
				
			 Back to Article
			

		

		
	 Close Menu
	
		
					[image: NBC4 Washington]
		
	

	

	
		Search for:
		
	
	




	
		
							
					Local				
							
					Northern Virginia				
							
					Prince George's County				
							
					Subscribe to The 4Front				
							
					Weather				
							
					Changing Climate				
							
					See It, Share It				
							
					Videos				
							
					Investigations				
							
					Consumer				
							
					Submit a tip				
							
					The Scene				
							
					Subscribe to The Weekend Scene				
							
					Entertainment News				
							
					4 Your Home				
							
					U.S. & World				
							
					Money Report				
							
					Politics				
							
					Health				
							
					Changing Minds				
					

		
							
					About NBC4 Washington				
							
					Our news standards				
							
					Our apps				
							
					Submit photos and video				
							
					Submit a consumer complaint				
							
					Take our survey				
							
					Promotions				
							
					Newsletters				
							
					Cozi TV				
					

	

	
		Follow Us

			
					
						Facebook
						
					
				
	
					
						Instagram
						
					
				
	
					
						TikTok
						
					
				


	




	Contact Us





























	
	
